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Publius Cornelius Tacitus, 
Annales XVI 18

[18] Starting from Petronius I have to further away. During the day he slept
while during the night he searched the needs and pleasures of life. As other his
workness as his indolence gave him fame[..] However, both as proconsul in
Bithynia, and later as consol, he gave proof of energy and competence. So
immerse him into a life that was, or seemed dissolute, he was welcomed among
the closed group of Prince’s friends and he became an arbiter of elegance, an
intenditor of good taste at Nerone’s court. From here Tigellinus’s hate.

[18] De C. Petronio pauca supra repetenda sunt. Nam illi dies per somnum,
nox officiis et oblectamentis vitae transigebatur; utque alios industria, ita
hunc ignavia ad famam protulerat […]. Proconsul tamen Bithyniae et mox
consul vigentem se ac parem negotiis ostendit. Dein revolutus ad vitia seu
vitiorum imitatione inter paucos familiarium Neroni adsumptus est, elegantiae
arbiter, dum nihil amoenum et molle adfluentia putat, nisi quod ei Petronius
adprobavisset. Unde invidia Tigellini […].



PETRONIUS

 In the Tacitus’s “Annales”, Petronius is defined like a strange and fine 
man.

 He frequented the 
Nero’s court , he was 
hated by pretorian 
prefect: Tigellinus.

And he was accusated by 
him to be involved in the 
Pisoni Conspiracy.

PETRONIUS WAS FORCED 
TO KILL HIMSELF

SATYRICON’S AUTHOR

 Petronius is the author of the “Satyricon”. 



The content of the 
work 

 The Satyricon reaches 
us in fragmentary and 
incomplete form. 

IT IS DIVIDED 
IN 141 

CHAPTERS

The story is told by Encolpio 
himself who, talks about his 
adventures during the travel 
with Gitone.
Encolpio is in love with Gitone!

Almost half of the 
preserved part is 
occupied by the dinner 
at home of 
Trimalchione, a rich 
freed slave.



The issue around the literary genre 
of the “Satyricon””

with GREEK NOVELS, the Satyricon has in common the narration of complex and
adventorous stories of a couple of lovers, blocked by adverse circumstances and various
antagonists. They hipotesized that the Petronian work had a parodic purpose, since,
differently from Greek preserved poem it presents an unconventional type of love between
two unfaithful lovers.

 with the MENIPPEE SATIRE (revoked since the beginning, with the title, infact Satyricon
literally means “Book of satyircal things”) for its tendency to literary parody, for its alternate
use of prose and poetry and for its variegated style and language.

 with MILESIAN TALE of which we have two examples in this book, for its herotic and
licentious topic , typical of this genre.

In closing we can consider the Satyricon a refined pastiche in which the writer, lover of
literature seen as lusus, gives us the proof of his wide knowledge, aiming to amuse his
audience (mainly members of Neronian court), without no moralistic intent.

The “Satyricon” is commonly defined as novel even if in
classical literature it doesn’t exist a literary genre
equivalent to modern novel. Researcher noticed some
analogies between Satyricon and other literary generes :



THE WORLD OF SATYRICON:
PETRONIO’S REALISM 

The Satyricon is a part of the tradition of comic realism.

It rapresented the daily routine of common people like: 
failed intellectuals, moneyless students, horny women etc.

Describing this he mantaines an attitude of lordly 
detachment.

The frenetic succession of the events 
laked crushed a multiform vision of 

reality.





In “The picture 
of Dorian Gray “ 
the protagonist  
has a sense of 
pleasure 
thinking that he 
could be as was
Petronius for 
Rome at the time 
of Neron.



A’rebour
Huysmans was born in Paris in 1848.
He was a decadent writer.
In his masterpiece “A’ rebour” through the
protagonist Des Essent, he appreciates the
Petronio’s written.

«Petronius was the author whom he truly
loved […] he was a keen observer, a
delicate analyst, a marvelous painter. He
describe Rome’s daily life, recounting the
customs of his epoch in the sprightly little
chapter of the Satyricon.

[…] drawing from all dialects,
extending all the limits. He
made each person speak his
own idiom…»



«This realistic novel, this slice of Roman life, without any
preoccupation with reform and satire; this story without
intrigue or action, depictong life in a splendidly wrought
language without surrendering himself to any commentary,
the vices of a decrepit civilization, of an empire that
cracks».

«Certainly, he bitterly regretted the
Eustion and the Albutiae, those two
works by Petronius mentioned by
Planciade Fulgence which are forever
lost. But the bibliophile in him consoled
the student, when he touched with
worshipful hands the superb edition of
the Satyricon which he possessed».

Against nature, IV chapter



Movie “Satyricon”  by F. 
Fellini,1969

Soundtrack by Nino Rota



Students and teachers at 
work!


